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‘Better investment in water must’
Women, girls adversely affected by lack of commodity - GWPSA 

CHOMBA MUSIKA
Lusaka 

THERE is need 
to have better 
investments 
in water and 
infrastructure 
because doing so 

will benefit many women and 
girls.

Global Water Partnership 

Southern Africa (GWPSA) 
board member Chileshe 
Kapwepwe says better 
investments in water 
infrastructure will benefit 
women and girls who are 
adversely affected by the lack 
of the commodity and climate 
change.

Ms Kapwepwe said this 
during the Zanzibar water 
investment conference, a 

lead-up to the 9th World Water 
Forum to be held in Dakar, 
Senegal, from March 21 to 26, 
2022. 

Speaking prior to the 
launch of the Zanzibar water 
investment programme, Ms 
Kapwepwe said better funding 
in water infrastructure will 
help address many challenges 
women and girls face in trying 
to access the commodity. 

The Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa 
secretary-general also said the 
successful implementation of 
the Zanzibar programme is 
vital given that water is one 
of the most essential natural 
resources. 

The Zanzibar water 
investment programme supports 
implementation of the country’s 
development vision 2050 to 

achieving the Blue Economy 
Policy. 

It is set to promote 
investment in the sector, 
strengthening governance, 
enhancing capacity of various 
stakeholders, mobilising 
resources and ensuring optimal 
water supply. 

African leaders, international 
development experts, 
representatives of the private 

sector and technocrats in the 
water and sanitation industry 
have been meeting for the 
official launch of the Zanzibar 
water investment programme. 

The programme aims to 
mobilise over US$665.5 million 
between 2022-2027. 

Speaking at the launch of 
the programme, President of 
Zanzibar Hussein Ali Mwinyi 
said the project will promote 

investment in water supply.
“The Zanzibar water 

investment programme supports 
the implementation of the 
country’s development vision 
2050 towards achieving the 
Blue Economy Policy.

“The programme aims to 
ultimately ensure optimal 
water supply to all the areas 
and people of Zanzibar,” Dr 
Mwinyi said. 

Nawakwi hits at stepsons again
CHOMBA MUSIKA 
Lusaka 

FORUM for Democracy and 
Development (FDD) president 
Edith Nawakwi has filed 
contempt of court proceedings 
against her stepsons, Mweemba 
and Mulundu Hambulo, for 
allegedly interfering in a civil 
lawsuit she filed against them in 
the High Court.

Ms Nawakwi says contrary 
to the Lusaka High Court’s 
directive not to perform 
any functions as estate 
administrators, her stepchildren 
filed a lawsuit against her in 
the lower court seeking reliefs 
similar to the ones she has 
requested. 

The 62-year-old widow of late 
businessman Geoffrey Hambulo 
submits that her stepsons’ actions 
amount to contempt of court.

This is in a case Ms Nawakwi 
is seeking an order of injunction 

restraining Mweemba and 
Mulundu from acting as 
administrators and performing 
any functions that may affect 
management of the estate.

The economist also wants 
the court to revoke letters 
of administration granted to 
Mweemba and Mulundu on 
January 12 this year. 

Ms Nawakwi contends 
that Mweemba and Mulundu 
allegedly appointed themselves 
as administrators without 
consent from her as the surviving 
spouse.

She also claims that after 
they acquired the letters of 
appointment as administrators, 
the duo perpetually verbally and 
emotionally harassed her and her 
workers at her house.

In response, Mulundu alleged 
that Ms Nawakwi refused to 
work with him and Mweemba 
despite the two being the 
only children of Mr Hambulo 

currently residing in Zambia.
Mulundu later filed a criminal 

lawsuit against Ms Nawakwi, 
who recently appeared before 
Lusaka magistrate Nthandose 
Chalaba for hearing. 

In the complaint, Mulundu 
accused his stepmother of 
interfering in the administration 
of their late father’s estate. 

He also accused Ms Nawakwi 
of refusing to hand over some 
properties forming part of the 
estate of their father, who died 
on December 5 last year. 

But Ms Nawakwi now wants 
the High Court to cite her 
stepchildren for contempt of 
court. 

In the application to have 
them cited, she says in the main 
lawsuit, the High Court, on 
January 31 this year, directed 
that none of the parties should 
perform actions that may affect 
the estate of Mr Hambulo.

Ms Nawakwi says on February 

17 this year, the court heard an 
application for an injunction to 
restrain Mulundu and Mweemba 
from acting as administrators and 
reserved February 24 this year as 
the date for ruling. 

“However, contrary to the 
direction of this honourable 
court, the alleged contemnors 
have initiated criminal 
proceedings against me claiming 
that I intermeddled with the 
administration of the estate,” Ms 
Nawakwi says. 

The FDD leader submits 
that her stepsons’ application 
before the lower court is 
frivolous, vexatious and aimed at 
undermining the authority of the 
High Court. 

“This is a proper case in which 
contempt of court proceedings 
should be commenced against 
the alleged contemnors,” she said 
in her application for an ex parte 
(one-sided) summons to start 
contempt of court proceedings. 

2nd phase of bridge infrastructure maintenance on
JUSTINAH KAPAMBWE
Lusaka

IN ITS continued quest 
to enhance the state of 
infrastructure countrywide, 
Government, through the 
Road Development Agency 
(RDA), has started the second 
phase of bridge maintenance 
targeting Southern, Northern and 
Copperbelt provinces.

The project is being supported 
by the Japanese government 
through Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA).

More than K12 million will 
be spent in repairing bridges in 
Southern Province, K6 million 
on the Copperbelt and K5 

million in Northern.
Ministry of Infrastructure, 

Housing and Urban 
Development Permanent 
Secretary Danny Mfune said 
this on Friday during the JICA 
coordinated meeting.

“The roll-out programme 
in other remaining provinces 
is underway and works are 
expected to commence in the 
second or third quarter of 2022,” 
Mr Mfune said.

He said the first phase of the 
project started in February 2015 
and was finished in August 2017.

 Mr Mfune assured Japan 
of Zambia’s commitment 
to continue providing for 
maintenance of bridge 

infrastructure in a sustainable 
manner.   

“I would also like to inform 
you that the implementation 
of another pilot project for the 
repair of bridges is expected to 
commence in April 2022.

“There is also need to build 
the capacity of our contractors, 
particularly the small-scale 
contractors so that they can also 
effectively participate in the 
routine maintenance and repair 
of bridges,” Mr Mfune said.

And RDA director and 
chief executive officer George 
Manyele said due to effects of 
COVID-19, an agreement has 
been made with stakeholders to 
have the project extended for 

at least one year to allow for 
smooth completion of works.

“I wish to submit that due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, some 
of the planned activities under 
the project have either been 
suspended or halted.

“I wish to thank both 
the Zambian and Japanese 
governments for the support they 
have rendered to the project in 
the past two years,” Mr Manyele 
said.

JICA Group chief 
representative Tokuhashi 
Kazuhiko pledged Japan’s 
support in ensuring smooth 
repair of all dilapidated bridges, 
especially those affected by 
rains.

COMMON Market for Eastern and Southern Africa Secretary General Chileshe 
Kapwepwe (right), who is also Global Water Partnership Southern Africa (GWPSA) 
board member, with former Tanzanian President Jakaya Kikwete at the Zanzibar 
water investment conference.


