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SOUTHEAST ASIA REGIONAL DIALOGUE ON WATER GOVERNANCE

Bangkok, Thailand

28-29 November 2002

Background

The current water crisis is a crisis of water governance, referred to as “the range of political, social, economic and administrative systems that are in place to regulate the development and management of water resources and provision of water services at different levels of society” (GWP, 2002).  GWP has therefore espoused the convening of water governance dialogues at various levels, to address how to get the enabling environment and institutional arrangements right towards sustainable water resources management.  

Governance dialogues bring stakeholders together to examine the political processe and analyze water governance systems.  They create a platform for confliction resolution, collective decision making, building trust among participants, and promote information exchange.  The framework for governance dialogue aims to:

· Facilitate communication between politicians and other decision makers, water managers, and users in an effort to address water governance in several countries;

· Highlight good practices and lessons learned in implementing IWRM and, based on examples drawn from case studies, illustrate progress on improving water governance and water development and management;

· Demonstrate IWRM as a practical process by using tools in the IWRM Toolbox; and

· Identify follow-up actions.

National dialogues on water and governance have been conducted in four countries (Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam) in Southeast Asia from June to September 2002 with GWP- SEATAC support.  These dialogues were aimed at initiating changes in local policy and political thinking, by engaging decision makers in discussions on water governance.  This is particularly important in Southeast Asia where trends of decentralization and increasing authority of local governments are increasing.  This regional dialogue will attempt to present the results of the national dialogues, not only for information sharing but more importantly to generate a common thinking on the measures that are necessary to address regional governance issues.  

Sponsored by four of the biggest regional organizations involved in water resources management in the region -- the Global Water Partnership - Southeast Asia Technical Advisory Committee (GWP-SEATAC), the International Water Management Institute (IWMI), the Mekong River Commission (MRC), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) --  the Regional Dialogue on Water Governance will gather over 100 government officials, private, academic and civil society organizations and individuals from Southeast Asia and all over the world.  

Dialogue Objectives

The dialogue hopes to achieve three specific objectives:

1. Present the results of national dialogues conducted in Southeast Asia and identify country-specific governance issues;

2. Identify transboundary water governance issues and perceived solutions in the region; and

3. Develop a concerted program of action for addressing governance issues in Southeast Asia, for presentation at the Third World Water Forum   

Dialogue Process

Day 1:
28 November 2002 (Thursday)

Morning:

Opening Ceremonies

Session I.  
Presentation of Outputs of National Dialogues

Afternoon:

Session II.  Roundtable Thematic Dialogues

Day 2:  29 November 2002 (Friday)


Morning:

Session III.  Regional and National Governance Actions






Press Meeting


Afternoon:

Closing Session

Logistical Arrangements

Participation. The regional dialogue is open to interested parties and individuals.  Non-sponsored participants will pay a registration fee of $100.00 which will cover the cost of materials, meals and other relevant expenses during the two-day dialogue.   The registration fee will not include the cost of accommodation.  

Venue.  The meeting will be held at the Siam City Hotel in Phyathai, Bangkok, Thailand.  Siam City Hotel is conveniently located along the central business and commercial districts and Government Offices, and is very accessible from/to the airport via the expressway.  The Phyathai Station of the Bangkok BTS Skytrain System is only a few meters from the hotel.  Siam City’s address is 477 Si Ayuthaya Road, Bangkok 10400 Thailand, Telephone (66-2) 247-0123, Fax (66-2) 247-0165.

Accommodation.  All participants will be billeted at Siam City Hotel, where a special rate of US$50++ per room per night has been arranged by the Secretariat.  Please fill up the attached information sheet and send back to us by 15 November 2002, by email or fax, so the Secretariat could make the hotel reservations accordingly.

Visa.  Participants needing Thailand visas should immediately contact their local Thailand Embassy, and should inform the Secretariat as soon as possible if assistance is needed to obtain Thai visas.

Detailed technical program and logistical arrangements will be out soon.  For inquiries, please contact:

The GWP SEATAC Secretariat


WR 104/108, WEM/SCE


Asian Institute of Technology


P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumthani


12120 Thailand


Telephone: (66-2) 524 5558; 524 6067


Fax: (66-2) 524 5550


Email: bob@ait.ac.th; gwp_seatac@ait.ac.th
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SOUTHEAST ASIA REGIONAL DIALOGUE ON WATER GOVERNANCE

Bangkok, Thailand

28-29 November 2002

Registration Form

	Name
	

	Designation
	Dr. [   ]   Mr. [   ]   Mrs. [   ]  Ms. [   ]

	Position Title
	

	Organization
	

	Postal Address
	

	Telephone No.
	

	Fax No.
	

	Email address:
	

	Arrival information
	Arrival Date:

Flight Number:

Expected Time of Arrival:

	Departure Information
	Departure Date:

Flight Number:

Expected Time of Departure:

	Registration details

(please tick appropriate box/es)
	[   ]  I am a sponsored participant

[   ]  I am an invitee representing

        _____________(specify name of organization)

[   ]  I am a paying participant.  I will pay my 

       $100.00 registration fee upon arrival

[   ]  I will make and pay for my own 

       accommodation arrangements.

[   ]  Please reserve hotel accommodation for 

        me at Siam City Hotel at $50++ per room 

        per night.

	Special dietary requirements
	


Please fill up this form and send back to:


The GWP SEATAC Secretariat


WR 104/108, WEM/SCE


Asian Institute of Technology


P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumthani


12120 Thailand


Telephone: (66-2) 524 5558; 524 6067


Fax: (66-2) 524 5550


Email: gwp_seatac@ait.ac.th; bob@ait.ac.th
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