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Introduction

The fifth (5th) Assembly of Partners of the Global Water Partnership West Africa (GWP / WA) was held on May 7, 2013 in the Conference Room of the Ange Hill Hotel, in Accra; Republic of Ghana. This statutory meeting of GWP / WA was organized by the Regional Secretariat in collaboration with the Ministry of Works, Housing and Water Resources and the Country Water Partnership of Ghana. The theme was "Water in West Africa: Meeting the Challenge of Commitments?"
The goals of the Assembly of Partners were to:
· Present and adopt the Chair’s report ;

· Present and adopt the 2012 progress and financial reports and the 2013 Work plan;

· Update the bodies of GWP/WA through the renewal of their members;

· Exchange and discuss the GWP 2014-2019 strategy and guidance on the 2014-2016 Action Plan for West Africa.

And referring to 2013 as the International Year of Water Cooperation :
· Exchange on the establishment, operation of RBOs for a better understanding of their interaction with Government structures and Civil Society Organisations;

· Share with partners ongoing initiatives in the region and discuss the best strategies to maximize profit for countries.

The proceedings started at 9:15 AM with the official opening ceremony and ended at around 6:30 PM.
The Assembly of Partners was attended by:
· The Chairs of Country Water Partnerships of Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote-d’Ivoire, Ghana, Mali, Niger and Senegal;

· Delegates of Country Water Partnerships of Guinea, the Gambia and Nigeria;

· The members of the Steering Committee;

· The members of the Technical Committee;

· A representative of the GWPO;

· Representatives of regional partner organizations (CILSS, VBA, ALG, IUCN, 2IE and NBA).

· The staff of the Secretariat ;

· media in Ghana.
The list of participants is attached.
1. Opening Ceremony
The opening ceremony was marked by three (03) speeches:

· The welcome speech by Mr. Nii Boi AYIBOTELE, Chair of CWP-Ghana;

· The speech by Mr. François BRIKKE, network officer for Central and West Africa and Mediterranean at the GWP Secretariat (GWPO);

· The opening speech by Mr. Hama Arba DIALLO, outgoing Chair of GWP/WA.

In his opening speech, Mr. Nii Boi AYIBOTELE, Chair of CWP-Ghana, welcome all the participants. He apologized for his absence at the CWP meeting held on 6 May 2013 due to constraints beyond his control. He recalled the goals of this meeting and concluded by expressing his wishes of good work and good stay in Ghana to all the participants.

Mr. François Brikke expressed on behalf of GWPO and in his own name, his wishes of good work. He thanked Ghana for hosting and organizing the Assembly of Partners. The network Officer at GWPO commended the progress made by Africa in the past 20 years and he also noted that there are still many challenges to meet. He said that GWP still has some work to do because water is at the heart of development and water security is not yet achieved despite all efforts.
Mr. Hama Arba DIALLO, Chair of GWP/WA, has in his speech, expressed his pleasure to be in Ghana and thanked Ghana through the CWP for welcoming the participants in the country.  Mr DIALLO said that the year 2013 has been designated by the UN as the "International Year of water Cooperation ," an area where significant challenges remain to be addressed for Africa. GWP / WA since 1999 has been working with regional organizations to contribute to good water management. The CWP of Ghana was established in 2002 by stakeholders in the water sector to contribute to the integrated water resources management. He added that the holding of the Assembly of Partners is an opportunity for all stakeholders to closely monitor the functioning of GWP / WA and contribute to the development of the GWP 2014-2020 Global Strategy.

He ended his speech by declaring open the proceedings of the Assembly of Partners of GWP / WA.
2. Examination and Adoption of the Agenda
The proceedings of the Assembly of Partners were Presided by the outgoing Cair, Mr. Hama Arba DIALLO.
The draft agenda was presented for approval to the Assembly which adopted it after adding the presentation of results of the CWP meeting held on the 6, May 2013. The agenda is attached. 


3. Summary of the main results
3.1 Presentation of the report of the outgoing Chair of GWP/WA
Chair Hama Arba DIALLO presented his report to the Assembly of Partners.
He recalled the goals of his assignment, the activities carried out and the results obtained during his four (4) years as chair of GWP / WA.
As a summary, the PIWAG was completed and closed during this mandate; memoranda of understanding were signed, notably with CILSS, VBA, UEMOA and the ECA. He mentioned WACDEP and initiatives being formulated which were initiated under this mandate. He made an update on his fund raising efforts.

Following this presentation, the Assembly of Partners congratulated and expressed appreciation to Hama Arba DIALLO.

Some of the SC members brought witness ​​on the collaborative efforts of GWP / WA with its partners and the support to the CWPs for more actions and potency.

After these discussions, the Assembly of Partners approved the report of the outgoing Chair; Mr. Hama Arba DIALLO.
3.2 Presentation of the overall implementation of the 2009-2013 strategy and prospects
Mr. Sidi COULIBALY, Communications Officer at the Regional Secretariat, made a brief overview on the implementation of the 2009-2013 strategy. His presentation highlighted the achievements of GWP/WA, the difficulties of the strategic phase which is finishing at the end of the year and drew the prospects for the next planning phase. 

In conclusion, it appears that there are good reasons to be satisfied with the overall implementation level of the 2009-2013 strategy in West Africa.

After this presentation, Mr. Francois BRIKKE congratulated GWP/WA and announced that there are good prospects for the region with the development of projects such as the project of Water Management for Growth and poverty Reduction in the Trans-boundary sub-basin of Mekrou (Benin, Niger and Burkina) and the Project for the Improvement of Drought Control in West Africa, which financing is being finalized. 

The discussions focused on the new directions to link IWRM to development at the local level, the consideration of waste and urban water management as new challenges for GWP and Africa in general and the extension of WACDEP to other countries.

3.3 presentations of the financial and audit reports for 2012 
The 2012 financial and audit reports were presented by the  Finance and Accounting Officer , Mrs. Aguiratou YARO who showed a satisfactory level of financial implementation  according to the strict rules of accounting management. And it appears that the accounts have been certified by the auditing firm NIZA. After the presentation and the discussions that followed, the Assembly of Partners asked the Executive Secretary to work towards redefining the Terms of Reference (ToRs) of the Finance and Budget Committee.

Finally, the Assembly of Partners approved all financial and auditing reports for 2012 and commended the Executive Secretariat for the work done.
3.4 Presentation of the steering committee proposals for the recruitment of the Chair, the executive secretary and the members of the technical committee for approval by the assembly of partners
A presentation of the proposals of the Steering Committee for the recruitment of the Chair, the Executive Secretary and the members of the Technical Committee of the GWP/WA for approval by the Assembly of Partners was made by Mr. Koffi N’DRI. The Steering Committee made nine (09) recommendations to the Partners. All proposals and recommendations are contained in the report of the Steering Committee meeting of 6 May 2013. 

At the end of the presentation of the Steering Committee report, the Assembly of Partners approved:
· the recruitment of Professor Abel AFOUDA  as Chair of GWP/WA for a two years term renewable once;

· the reappointment of Mr. Dam MOGBANTE as Executive Secretary for a period of two (02) years; 

· the composition of the Technical Committee: Prof. Ezechiel Oladapo LONGE, Chair, Prof. Bi Tié Albert GOULA, Dr. Aly Badara PLEAH and Dr. Karidia SANON as members.
The Assembly of Partners also congratulated the outgoing members that are Professor Lekan Oyebande, Professor Abubakar Awaiss and Dr. Mame Dagou DIOP / Ndiaye.


The Assembly also thanked the members of the Finance and Budget Committee that are Mr. N'DRI Koffi, of the CWP of Côte d'Ivoire, Mr. André TOUPE of CWP Benin, Dr. Yahaya TOUNKARA of CWP Niger and Mr. Didier ZINSOU of the Niger Basin Authority for the extraordinary work of internal audit made of behalf of GWP / WA.


After these exchanges, Professor AFOUDA, incoming Chair of GWP / WA took the floor to thank the Assembly for his selection and also thanked the outgoing Chair Hama Arba DIALLO.


Prof. AFOUDA, assessing the enormity of the task, said that is committed to fulfill his new responsibilities in order to meet the challenges with the support of all.
3.5 Presentation of the 2014-2020 strategy development process and the 2014-2016 work plan of GWP/WA and group work
The presentation of the 2014-2020 strategy development process was made by Prof. Albert GOULA. Following him, Mr. MOGBANTE made a complementary presentation on the process of the three-year 2014-2016 work plan definition. The timing of activities to achieve the expected results for the region was conducted by the two presenters. 

At the end of these presentations, three work groups were formed:

· Group 1: on the strategic goal 1 which contains the six (06) main thematic areas of the strategy. It was composed of the representatives of Guinea, Burkina Faso, Senegal, Benin, the NBA, ALG, CILSS, Dr. Karidia SANON, GWP/WA  Gender Focal Point ; members of the Steering Committee that are: Dr. Yahaya TOUNKARA,  Dr. Maïmouna DRAME and Mr. Robert NANA;

· Group 2: on the four (04) options proposed for the definition of the GWP mission and the objectives. It was composed of the representatives of the CWPs of Nigeria, Ghana, the Gambia; the representatives of  2IE ; members of the Technical Committee: Pr. Lekan OYEBANDE and Dr. Aly Badara PLEAH ; members of the Steering Committee : Mr. André TOUPE and Mr. François BRIKKE ;

· Group 3: on goal 3 of the strategy and to make a choice among the proposed options.  It was composed of representatives of Cote-D’Ivoire, Niger, Mali, VBA, and Pr. LONGE; members of the Steering Committee: Mr. Koffi N’DRI, Mr. Mamadou DAFFE and Mrs Adwoa PAINTSIL.

After the separate works of the three (03) groups, a debriefing plenary session took place. 

For Group 1, the presentation was made by Mrs. Mariama Dalanda DIALLO of the CWP of Guinea. 

In short, for this group, it is necessary to combine thematic areas 1 and 6, and keep the other areas as they were made. So the proposal for the thematic are as follows:

· Water and Climate Resilience and Ecosystem Conservation;

· Integrated Urban Water Management;                 

· Water and Food Security;

· Water and Energy Security;

· Basin Management , including transboundary waters.

In Group 2, the results of their work were rendered by Mr. François BRIKKE. In short for Group 2, capacity building should also benefit local people and local communities. It would be important to also focus on the youths and social networks such as Facebook, which are proving to be powerful tools. Available information should also be used mainly at the local level in priority more than the information that comes from elsewhere.  The capacity building for the management of rainwater should be a priority and this for irrigation and also for urban water. The last point raised by Group 2 is the improvement of the flow of information so that the information available at the country and local levels reach other levels and vice-versa.

For Group 3, the presentation of the results of their work was made by Mr. François KOUADIO, of the CWP of Cote-D’Ivoire. This Group selected the option D: « To catalyse action for sustainable management and development of water resources at all levels ». The Group also identified three focus areas:

· Area 1: Internal strengthening of the network. For this, we should insist on the basis, that is to say, the CWPs;

· Area 2: Network expansion. But we should consolidate the existing network before starting the extension; 

· Area 3: Promotion of the operations of the GWP system. Here, the promotion of gender and especially youth should be provided for the benefit of all.

Following these presentations, it was mentioned in the discussions the possibility to further use the GWP Toolbox for the training of the youth. 

3.6 Presentation of the CWP report of the 6 may 2013
The Executive Secretariat took the opportunity of this Assembly of Partners to organize a meeting of the Delegates of Country Water Partnerships (CWPs) to allow frank exchanges between them and the Executive Secretariat.

The objectives were to: 

· provide a framework for exchange and experiences sharing between CWP of the region that are at different levels of development;

· discuss the conditions of accreditation of CWP and how the CWP in the region can integrate them;

· to follow up on some recommendations of the last AP on the CWP and their relationship with the Regional Secretariat;

· provide information platform on the concerns of the partnership in West Africa by adopting a comprehensive strategy to build better governance and the various links of the regional partnership for a greater credibility basis of the trust of development partners. 

The report of this meeting presented by Prof. Sérigne FAYE, Chair of the CWP of Senegal highlights the concerns rose during the meetings; and that they submit to the attention of the Regional Secretariat for consideration in the work relationships.
3.7 Presentation on the topic of the assembly of partners: «regional water cooperation in West Africa: meeting the challenge of commitments »
The presentation was made by the Executive Secretary, Mr. Dam MOGBANTE, due to the last minute unavailability of the Director of the WRCC/ECOWAS; who should do it initially. The presentation based on  the document of the Regional Water Resources Policy (WAWRP) of ECOWAS, highlighted the major areas of intervention of ECOWAS to make effective water cooperation in West Africa. It also highlights a number of ongoing initiatives contributing to a better water cooperation in the region. For example, we can mention:

· Regional dialogue on major water infrastructure in West Africa;

· The ongoing support for the creation of three new transboundary basin organizations (Mono, Cavaly-Cestos-Sassandra and Comoé-Bia-Tano) ;

· The ongoing support to the ratification of the UN Convention on the use of transboundary watercourses for purposes other than navigation (5 countries of the sub-region have already done it  Guinea Bissau, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Benin and Niger) ;

· The project of a White Paper on the key water infrastructure in West Africa;

· The project for the development of a framework guideline on the major projects of water infrastructure in West Africa;

· The Initiative on the Regional Dialogue on the Joint Management of Groundwater Resources in West Africa;

· The Water, Climate and Development Programme (WACDEP) of GWP and AMCOW being implemented in Burkina, Ghana and the Volta Basin for the West Africa component;
· The project on the Strengthening of the Institutions of Transboundary Water Management organs in Africa (SITWA) with the ANBO.

Highlighting the crucial importance of this theme for the region, Hama Arba DIALLO hoped that this issue be discussed in a meeting which could be held later. 

3.8 Some communications made by the partners
This session enabled the partners to make presentations on their activities and to speak directly to the Assembly of Partners. 

The presentations were made by:

· Mr. Abibou CISS of the 2iE Foundation. He presented his institution and the changes made in this Ouagadougou based regional training establishment in the areas related to water and environment. The 2IE is now focused towards the credo “Water and Sustainable Development”;

· Mr. Clément OUEDRAOGO from CILSS who reiterated his thanks to the outgoing Chair and the Secretariat for the collaborative efforts made towards CILSS, a regional institution. He expressed the readiness of his institution to continue the collaboration with the GWP in the region;

· Prof. AWAISS from IUCN presented the Initiatives on the major rivers in the Niger Basin. He reiterated his request for GWP to collaborate in this initiative by making concrete proposals of actions to be financed, especially with the involvement of the CWPs being part of the Niger Basin. He also spoke about the new programme of his institution which is the Partnership for Water Governance with the hope to work with the CWPs on this initiative in the countries concerned.
3.9 Presentation of the votes
The Assembly of Partners made votes read by Mrs Adwoa PAINTSIL of CWP-Ghana. These votes of thanks were presented to the authorities and people of Ghana, the outgoing Chair, Mr. Hama Arba DIALLO, the Water and Sanitation Agency for Africa, (WSA), the host institution of the GWP/WA and Mrs. Aurélie VITRY, former Network Officer and currently facing health problems. The Assembly has also addressed motions of thanks to the outgoing members of the Steering Committee and Technical Committee for service rendered to GWP/WA.

4. Closing of the proceedings
The closing ceremony of the Assembly of Partners was marked by two phases: 

The first phase was reading of the final statement by Mr. Sidi COULIBALY, Communications Officer. This statement in appendix has been approved by the Assembly of Partners. 

The second phase of this closing ceremony was the speech by the Hama Arba DIALLO, outgoing Chair of GWP/WA. In his speech, Mr. DIALLO thanked the Government and the people of Ghana for the warm welcome and the pleasant stay the participants had in Ghana. He thanked all the participants for the work done; and he continued ensuring that he will always be with GWP/WA. The outgoing Chair continued by wishing good luck to the network and safe journey back home to the participants. Mr. Hama Arba DIALLO finished by declaring closed the proceedings of the fifth (5th) Assembly of Partners at around 6: 30PM.





Appendix 1: Agenda

	Tuesday 7 May 2013 –Assembly of Partners 

Time

Activities

08:30 - 90:30

Opening ceremony with officials of Ghana

90 :30- 10 :00

BREAK/ 

10 :00 - 10 :15

Adoption of the agenda 

10 :15 - 11:00

Presentation of the report of the outgoing Chair 

11 :00 -12 :30

· Global report of the implementation of the 2009-2013 strategy and perspectives 

· 2012 Financial and  Audit Report 

12 : 30 - 13 :30

SC proposals for recruitment (Chair, ES, TC) to the AP for approval

13 :30 – 14 : 30

LUNCH

14 : 30 - 15 : 00

Presentation of the development process of 2014-2019 strategy and the GWP WA 2014-2016 work plan –Discussions

15 :00 - 16 :00 

Group Sessions on the 2014-2019 strategy and the GWP WA 2014-2016 work plan
16 :00 - 16 : 30
Plenary for the group sessions reports and partners’ recommendations (gather inputs and recommendations) for the development of the Strategy and the work plan 2014-2016

16 : 30 - 17 :00

BREAK

17 :00-17 :30
Presentation of the results of CWP meeting of May 6, 2013

17 :30 - 18 :00
Meeting the integration challenge through the implementation of the regional policy of Water Resources ECOWAS? (WRCC) - communication followed by exchanges.

Examples of water cooperation Y

18 :00 - 18 :30

Partners wishing to take the floor
18 :30- 19 :00

MOTIONS & CLOSURE



Appendix 2 : List of participants

	N°
	NAMES
	COUNTRY
	STRUCTURE
	EMAIL ADDRESS
	PHONE

	1
	Pr. Abel AFOUDA
	BENIN
	NWP-BENIN
	aafouda@yahoo.fr
	(+229)67258842

	2
	Fabien HOUNTONDJI
	BENIN
	NWP-BENIN
	fabienho@yahoo.com
	(+229)66008202

	3
	André TOUPE
	BENIN
	NWP/BENIN
	andretoupe@yahoo.fr
	(+229)95 86 06 36

	4
	Dr. Charles BINEY
	BURKINA FASO
	VBA
	cbiney@gmail.com
	(+226)50376067

	5
	Abibou CISS
	BURKINA FASO
	2ie
	abibou6@gmail.com
	(+226)70989897

	6
	Dr.Karidia SANON 
	BURKINA FASO
	UO2 CEDRESS
PFG/GWP/AO
	karidia.sanon@yahoo.fr
	(+226)70268054

	7
	Pr. Awaiss ABOUBACAR
	BURKINA FASO
	IUCN-PACO
	aboubacar.awaiss@uicn.org
	(+226)70157776

	8
	Dam MOGBANTE
	BURKINA FASO
	GWP/WA
	dammogbante@gmail.com
	(+226)70217100

	9
	Clément OUEDRAOGO
	BURKINA FASO
	CILSS
	clement.ouedraogo@cilss.bf
	(+226)70344858

	10
	Aguiratou YARO
	BURKINA FASO
	GWP/WA
	aguio2002@yahoo.fr
	(+226)76624604

	11
	Dieudonné NIKIEMA
	BURKINA FASO
	NWP-BF
	nikiemadieudonn@yahoo.fr
	(+226)78550065

	12
	Robert NANA
	BURKINA FASO
	NWP-BF
	nanazrob@yahoo.fr
	(+226)70258268

	13
	Aloys NONGUIERMA
	BURKINA FASO
	ALG
	nongaloys@yahoo.fr
	(226)70272924

	14
	Hama Arba DIALLO
	BURKINA FASO
	GWPWA
	hmadiallo@gmail.com
	(+226)40460160

	15
	Sidi COULIBALY
	BURKINA FASO
	GWP/WA
	sidicoul@gmail.com
	(+226)70234104

	16
	Mahamoudou TIEMTORE
	BURKINA FASO
	GWP/WA
	mahamadtiem@yahoo.fr
	(+226)70853325

	17
	Andréa TIENDREBEOGO
	BURKINA FASO
	GWP/WA
	tiendrebeogoandy@yahoo.fr
	(+226)70785462

	18
	Pr. Bi Tié Albert GOULA
	COTE D'IVOIRE
	Member of the Technical Committee
	goulaba2002@yahoo.fr
	(+225)07526163

	19
	François Kouadio KONAN
	COTE D'IVOIRE
	NWP-COTE D'IVOIRE
	habiet777@yahoo.fr
	(+225)09213634

	20
	N'DRI Koffi
	COTE D'IVOIRE
	NWP-CI
	koffindri@ymail.com
	(+225)09 98 93 95

	21
	Momodou BE NJIE
	The GAMBIA
	NWP-the GAMBIA
	momodounjie45@yahoo.fr
	9944104
7743553

	22
	Stephen Osei-AMAKYE
	GHANA
	Environmental
Protection 
Agency
	stephen.osei-amakye@epa.gov.gh
	(+233)244639039

	23
	Dr GYAU-BOAKYE Philip
	GHANA
	CSIR-WIR
	pgboakye@yahoo.com
	(+233)208170581

	24
	Mathilda BANFRO
	GHANA
	Dept of Waron
	mbanfro@yahoo.co.uk
	(+233)244871183

	25
	Oduro DONKOR
	GHANA
	Pro Met-Accra
	odurodonko@gmail.com
	(+233)0244782957

	26
	Adwoa PAINTSIL
	GHANA
	WRC
	himapaintsil@yahoo.com
	(+233)0244227972

	27
	Kwesi ASANTE
	GHANA
	MOF
	kasante@mofep.gov.gh
	(+233)0244654193

	28
	NiiBoi AYIBOTELE
	GHANA
	NWP-GHANA
	niiboiayibotele@yahoo.com
	(+233)0244325080

	29
	Ben AMPOMAH
	GHANA
	WRC
	byampomah@yahoo.com
	(+233)244874138

	30
	Jonathan AZASOO
	GHANA
	NDPC/GHANA
	 
	

	31
	Pr. James Grant MONNEY
	GHANA
	NDPC/GHANA
	 
	

	32
	Yvonne Kaku NYWCU
	GHANA
	WaterAid/GHANA
	 
	

	33
	J.K.M ANYANFUL
	GHANA
	NWP-GHANA
	gwpghana@yahoo.com
	(+233)0275654335

	34
	Justice Lee Adebae
	GHANA
	GWJN/GHANA
	 
	

	35
	Mary LAMPTEY
	GHANA
	CWP/GHANA
	 
	(+233)0243135630

	36
	MariamaDalanda DIALLO
	GUINEA
	NWP-GUINEA
	dalandiallo2002@yahoo.fr
	(+224)664717485

	37
	Dr Maimouna DRAME
	GUINEA
	CP/GUINEA
	mai_drame@yahoo.fr
	(+224)622549797

	38
	Dr. Sine AlyBadara PLEAH
	MALI
	Tec member
	abpleah@gmail.com
	(+223)66782945

	39
	Mamadou SYLLA
	MALI
	NWP-MALI
	serohs@afribornemali.net
	(+223)66753682

	40
	Dr Yahaya TOUNKARA
	NIGER
	NWP-NIGER
	pneniger@yahoo.fr
	(+227)90462086

	41
	Abdou HASSANE
	NIGER
	NWP-NIGER
	sppneniger@yahoo.fr
	(+227)97039613

	42
	Didier ZINSOU
	NIGER
	NBA
	dZINSOU@abn.ne
didierzinsous@yahoo.fr
	(+227)94854798

	43
	Henry Peter SULE
	NIGERIA
	CWP/NIGERIA
	phsule@yahoo.co.uk
	(+234)8057987822

	44
	Pr. EzechielOladapo LONGE
	NIGERIA
	tec member
	dapolonge@yhoo.co.uk
eolonge@unilag.edu.ng
	(+234)8023190371

	45
	Pr. Lekan OYEBANDE
	NIGERIA
	Tec Chair
	lekanoye@hotmail.com
	(+234)8033086714

	46
	Mamadou DAFFE
	SENEGAL
	IDEV.IC/SENEGAL
	 mamadoudaffe@idev-ic.com
             idev-ic@idev-ic.com
	(+221)77 63 70 135

	47
	Pr. Serigne FAYE
	SENEGAL
	NWP-SENEGAL
	fayes@uca.sn
	(+221)774118395

	48
	François BRIKKE
	SWEEDEN
	GWPO
	françois.brikke@gwp.org
	46766778618
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