
B A C K G R O U N D

Global change such as urbanization, population
growth, evolving energy needs and climate
change have put unprecedented pressure on
water resources systems. Water security and
integrated water resources management (IWRM),
through providing stakeholders with a framework
for integrating and coordinating the various
aspects of water management in a sustainable,
equitable, and holistic manner, is key to
sustainable development across the globe and
also within the Pan Asia region, with governments
and stakeholders taking significant efforts to
strive to achieve global water security goals.
However, the impact of this effort is still far from
meeting expectations, particularly as they are
often undertaken in an unintegrated and
unaligned way. Systemic barriers to water security
include: fragmented and (often) inequitable
water governance; sub-optimal service delivery
models and management; inappropriate
strategies for water security for the local context;
limited finance and institutional capacity; and a
lack of data. 

T H E O R Y  O F  C H A N G E
Currently, in the Pan Asia Region there is an
absence of a central platform or coordination
mechanism to enable the registration and sharing
of information on actions and activity, and thus
investments, in the water security space of all water
actors. As a consequence, the full picture is not
able to be established in terms of investment in
water security and IWRM initiatives, and thus future
planning to implement actions at local, provincial,
national, or regional levels is disparate, lacks
synergy and results in duplication. The absence of
such a platform also results in a lack of recognition
of the contribution being made at all scales; an
inability to monitor different approaches and
stages of implementation; less opportunity for
multi-stakeholders to learn from each other; and
also hinders resource mobilization and the
establishment of a strategic approach to
implementing water security and IWRM programs.
Furthermore, some countries within the Pan Asia
region may lack the human, institutional or
financial capacity to manage water through action
planning and implementation of an integrated and
systematic way to meet water security (Asian Water
Development Outlook (AWDO)) and IWRM
(Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6 – Clean
Water and Sanitation) targets.

The Pan Asian Integrated Water Security Open
Program (IWSOP) will assist in prioritizing and
targeting actions to mobilize water investments
across the region. It will enable this through the
tracking of the progress of actions to identify
bottlenecks to guide action and to narrow the
water investment gap where they exist. It will also
mobilize political leadership and commitment to
accelerating action and financing of water
investments and promote accountability. The
IWSOP will strengthen partnerships, foster
collaboration and knowledge sharing, changes in
practices and the realignment of actions towards a
more strategic approach for improved water
governance through its two components, refer to
Figure 1.

Figure 1. Water Security Open Program

R e s u l t
F r a m e w o r k
The IWSOP, an online platform and support facility,
aims to mobilize action and activity in support of
achieving water security goals and the implementation
of  IWRM (SDG) principles through the provision of a
space for sharing of knowledge and expertise among
different actors that engage in multi-stakeholder water
resources management, and the development of
human and financial capacity enabling real-time
sharing of information, alignment of efforts, periodic
updates of contribution and the establishment of a
strategic and integrated approach for action and
investment in the water sector leading to
socioeconomic and environmental benefits in the Pan
Asia region through increased investment in
appropriate infrastructure, empowerment of
marginalized or vulnerable groups, and more
sustainable use of resources. 

The details of the result framework such as the
outcomes and the outputs can be seen at Figure 2.
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If you interested in registering your organization’s
actions or would like to contribute more in the
IWSOP, please reach us to:
secretariat@gwpsea.org

Figure 2. Result Framework


