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‘Season 2’ Session Series
Session Topic Date

Session 7: IWL & International Dispute Settlement (21 September 2021): What are 
the linkages between international water law and dispute settlement? What are the 
historical and ongoing cases? What are the steps to solve and international dispute? 
What is the role of the International Court of Justice (ICJ)? 

21 September

Session 8: The Source-to-Sea Approach in International Water Law (19 October 
2021): What are the rules of international law that govern the marine interface? How 
can we manage these different parts of the marine environment holistically in coherent 
legal frameworks? What are examples of best practices at the intersection of the 
marine and riverine environment?

19 October

Session 9: Water Diplomacy & Negotiation (16 November 2021): How can water 
diplomacy enhance cooperation and prevent conflicts? What are the actual practices 
used in negotiations? What is the role of the international community and stakeholders 
to prevent or resolve conflicts over transboundary waters?

16 November



House Keeping Rules

1. This online session will be recorded.

2. Please always mute your audio during plenary session unless you 
are given a floor to speak.

3. The event will not only present new knowledge, but will welcome 
your input in the interactive part, so we count on your presence 
throughout the whole session.

4. The event will have English-French interpretation available. 
Please choose your preferred language on the bottom of your 
screen.



Event Chairs

Dr. Yumiko Yasuda

Senior Network & Transboundary 
Water Cooperation Specialist, 

Global Water Partnership

Dr. Martina Klimes

Advisor for Water & Peace, Stockholm 
International Water Institute, SIWI and 

International Centre for Water 
Cooperation, ICWC





Klimes, Martina & Yaari, Elizabeth (2019). Water Security in the Middle East – Opportunities and 
Challenges for Water Diplomacy. Routledge Handbook on Middle East Security, Routledge, London.



Getting started – dialogue setting 

Who is in the room?Who is in the room?

Who should be in the room (mandate and capacity)?Who should be in the room (mandate and capacity)?

Managing expectations Managing expectations 

If relevant – invitation and selection of a third partyIf relevant – invitation and selection of a third party



Speakers

1. Professor Aaron Wolf, Professor of Geography in the College
of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences at Oregon State
University and Professor at IHE-Delft,

2. Dr. Hassan Janabi, former Minister of Water Resources, Iraq
and former Ambassador of Iraq to the Republic of Turkey,

3. Dr. Zodwa Dlamini, Former Chief Delegate of Republic of
South Africa on the Lesotho Highlands Water Commission.
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Lessons from Hydrodiplomacy
Aaron T Wolf, PhD
Program in Water Conflict Management
Oregon State University, USA
Professor of Water Diplomacy
IHE Delft Institute for Water Education

EMAIL: WOLFA@GEO.ORST.EDU
WWW.TRANSBOUNDARYWATERS.ORST.EDU



What is Water Conflict 
Management & Transformation??

What changes when a border is present?
What capacity do we need to address the change?



What is Water Conflict 
Management & Transformation??

What changes when a border is present?
What capacity do we need to address the change?



Framework for Analysis
Benefits, Risks, and Opportunities

Political Opportunity

Political Risk

Economic
Benefit

Economic 
Cost

Countries may pursue 
unilateral development given 

high risks and high costs

Countries most likely
to make a deal

Countries likely to consider a 
deal; risk reduction and

opportunity enhancement
would improve likelihood

Countries likely to consider 
a deal; benefit expansion 
would improve likelihood

Source: Subramanian, Brown & Wolf 2013

DIPLOMACY

WATER



Lesson 1:

“Process is everything.”



Management & Conflict 
Management

• Managers reported that 
they routinely spent 50-
100% of their time 
managing water conflict

• The higher the management 
level, the more time was 
spent in managing conflict

• Training across levels was 
sporadic

• Is conflict rewarded?



Lesson 2:

“The process is not rational.”



GETTING TO “YES”

• Separate the PEOPLE from the problem
• Focus on INTERESTS, not positions
• Invent OPTIONS for mutual gain
• Insist on Objective CRITERIA

Source: Fisher R. and W. Ury. GETTING TO YES. NY: Penguin, 1981.



PROCESS TECHNIQUES

• SEATING ARRANGEMENT
• SHARED VISION EXCERCISES
• VENTING
• ACTIVE & TRANSFORMATIVE
LISTENING

-- Repeat main points
-- "I" not "you"
-- Future not history

• LETTING GO OF OWNERSHIP
• BREAKS FOR CONNECTING

 1 

 



Sulha: Reconciliation

• From musalaha, reconciliation: hostilities ended, 
honor re-established, and peace restored in the 
community. 

• Two basic elements: rights and honor.
• Tarrahdhin: “Resolution of a conflict that involves no 

humiliation.” 

Source: Jabbour, Elias. Sulha: Palestinian 
Traditional Peacemaking Process. 
Montreat, NC: House of Hope Pub, 1993.



Kampung Spirit: Singapore 
Kindness Movement

• Spirit of neighborliness of village life
• Being revived for vertical living 
• Community Mediation Centre – 70% of cases resolved
• Community Disputes Resolution Tribunals, since Oct. 2015



Lesson 3:

“If you get stuck on a problem, 
reframe for inclusion.”







Lesson 4:

The Four Worlds Within & 
Without



Four Worlds in Water:

Mental

Physical

Spiritual

Emotional



Elevating the 
Conversation (cont.)



Thank you!





WATER DIPLOMACY NEGOTIATING 
TRANSBOUNDARY AGREEMENTS

• When negotiating the Lesotho Highlands Water Project 
(LHWP) Phase II between the Kingdom of the Government of 
Lesotho and the Republic of South Africa, the following are 
some of the pillars employed:

• LHWP Treaty of 1986 between South Africa and Lesotho
• SADC Protocols 2000
• International Laws
• Transparency at all times
• Negotiating in Good Faith
• Ensuring that both countries achieve their needs through 

compromise
• All concluded agreements by various negotiating teams to be 

signed off and submitted to script writers
• Adoption of Code of Conduct



LESOTHO HIGHLANDS WATER 

COMMISSION

GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LHWP



MAP SHOWING SOUTHERN AFRICA
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Map Showing Origins Of The Orange And Vaal 
River



Map Showing LHWP Phase I Infrastructure Negotiated Under the LHWP 
Treaty Between Lesotho And South Africa



Briefing on LHWP

Polihali dam
site

LHWP PHASE II



1. KATSE DAM (DOUBLE CONCRETE CURVUTURE) , 2, MOHALE DAM , 3. MUELA HYDROPOWER STATION 72 MW, 4. ASH RIVER OUTFALL INTO SOUTH AFRICA

PHASE 1 INFRASTRUCTURE



CONCLUSION

• LHWP Phase II was successfully negotiated and entered into agreement by the two 
governments of the Kingdom of Lesotho and the Republic of South Africa. 

• LHWP Treaty of 1986 between South Africa and Lesotho stated that only phase I of the LHWP 
is covered by the current treaty and all subsequent Phases to be negotiated separately.  This 
also shows Good Faith

• In terms of the SADC Protocols 2000 and International Water Resources Laws countries 
upstream were informed prior to the implementation of the Phase II negotiations and reports 
shared on progress.

• Transparency at all times: Feasibility studies and other research studies were jointly conducted 
by the two countries through the commission to ensure transparency.

• Negotiating in Good Faith; this was the foundation of the negotiations even when sometimes 
teams were discouraged and became despondent, the rallying factor was GOOD FAITH

• Ensuring that both countries achieve their needs through compromise and transparency
• Lessons learned from LHWP Phase I ensured that upfront agreements on operations are 

finalised before entering the real negotiations.  For instance, the issue of all concluded 
agreements by various negotiating teams to be signed off and submitted to script writers was 
a case in point. This further ensured that there was no waste of time with people reneging 
from the agreements.

• Adoption of Code of Conduct ensured that all parties respect the process irrespective of their 
economic standing.



Let’s meet each other!

• Participants are invited to continue the discussion with the speakers in 4 
Breakout Groups. The discussion will last for up to 20 minutes.

– Group 1: Prof Aaron Wolf & Lisa Demydenko
– Group 2: Dr. Hassan Janabi & Katie Goldie-Ryder
– Group 3: Dr. Zodwa Dlamini & Julienne Ndjiki
– Main Room: Martina Klimes and Yumiko Yasuda

To join the breakout room, please 
click on the button “Breakout 
Rooms” and then select preferred 
Room.



Interactive Online Session:
Water Diplomacy and 
Negotiation
16 November 2021

Thanks to all 
the speakers

& participants!



Register here:
https://siwi.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpc-yoqDwtHdDk9c9-blrdMg470HWHIS3S

https://siwi.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpc-yoqDwtHdDk9c9-blrdMg470HWHIS3S


Sign up for the MOOC!*

Modules
1. Introduction to transboundary water 

cooperation and water security
2. Water diplomacy and negotiation skills
3. International water law
4. Institutions
5. Management tools and mechanisms 
6. Finance for transboundary water security

Sign up at:

• https://www.edx.org/course/governance-for-transboundary-freshwater-security

More information from:

• https://www.gwp.org/en/learn/capacity-building/governance-for-transboundary-freshwater-
security--a-massive-open-online-course-mooc/

https://www.edx.org/course/governance-for-transboundary-freshwater-security
https://www.gwp.org/en/learn/capacity-building/governance-for-transboundary-freshwater-security--a-massive-open-online-course-mooc/


MOOC — Now available in French!

Learn more and register here: https://cap-net.org/transfrontalieres/

https://cap-net.org/transfrontalieres/
https://cap-net.org/transfrontalieres/

