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Commitment by the Government of Mozambique and the Government of Zimbabwe to Implement the Global Environmental Facility Funded Project on the Management of Competing Water Uses and Associated Ecosystems in the Pungwe, Buzi and Save Basins

Background 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe have a long history of cordial relations and good cooperation in water resources management. In addition to the Mozambique-Zimbabwe Joint Water Agreement of 2002, the two countries signed the Pungwe Water Sharing Agreement in 2016 and the Buzi Water Sharing Agreement in 2019. Currently negotiations are underway to draft a Water Sharing Agreement for the Save Basin. The two countries are also drafting agreements to establish and host the River Basin Organisation which will support Mozambique and Zimbabwe in the joint manage the Buzi, Pungwe and Save Basins. 

With assistance from the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the Mozambique-Zimbabwe Joint Water Commission (JWC) successfully applied for a USD $6million grant from the Global Environment Facility to undertake the Project on the “Management of Competing Water Uses and Associated Ecosystems in the Pungwe, Buzi and Save Basins”.  The Government of Mozambique and the Government of Zimbabwe will co-finance the project which will be implemented over 48 months from 2021 to 2024. It will contribute towards strengthening transboundary cooperation in water resources management between Mozambique and Zimbabwe in the Buzi, Pungwe and Save Basins.

This Commitment was assumed by Mozambique and Zimbabwe, the Riparian States of the Buzi, Pungwe and Save Basins, and the implementing partners, International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and Global Water Partnership Southern Africa (GWP-SA), in preparation for the launch of the transboundary water resources management cooperation project on the Management of competing water uses and associated ecosystems in Pungwe, Buzi and Save. Mozambique and Zimbabwe agree to the following interventions and actions to be undertaken through this:

1. Strengthening transboundary cooperation and management of water resources and associated ecosystems for improved water security, climate change resilience and sustainable livelihoods. 

2. Fostering Cooperation for Sustainable Use of Transboundary Water Systems and Economic Growth. 

3. Advancing conjunctive management of surface and groundwater through effective institutional arrangements and policy measures. 

4. Addressing the Water/Food/Ecosystem Security Nexus. 

5. Ensuring flood and drought management in the Buzi, Pungwe and Save Basins is improved, and related risks mitigated. 

6. Achieving improved national and transboundary resilience of communities in the basins against climate change and pollution. 

7. Realising the important role played by the water ecosystems of the Buzi, Pungwe and Save Basins in providing sustainable livelihood services to people and nature.

8. Preparing and adopting a strategic action plan that will guide the development and management of the Buzi, Pungwe and -Save shared Basins. 

Project Objective

The objective of the project is to strengthen transboundary cooperation and management of water resources and associated ecosystems for improved water security, climate change resilience and sustainable livelihoods in the Pungwe-Buzi-Save Basins shared between Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 

The project has the following components:

1. Flood and Drought Warning and Mitigation.

2. Conserving and restoring ecosystems for sustainable livelihoods.

3. Integrated basin planning for the Pungwe - Buzi – Save River Basins.
Project Implementation and Management Structure 

The following institutions will be involved in the implementation and management of the project:

1. International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) – Implementation Agency

2. Global Water Partnership – Southern Africa (GWP-SA) – Executing Agency at Regional Level.

3. The Ministry of Public Works, Housing and Water Resources through the National Directorate of Water Resources Management and its water resources management agencies (Central Regional Water Administration, Public Institute (ARA Centro, IP), and South Regional Water Administration, Public Institute (ARA Sul, IP). 

4. The Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Fisheries, Water and Rural Resettlement through the Department of Water Resources Development and Utilisation and its water resources management agencies (Zimbabwe National Water Authority Save Catchment and Zimbabwe National Water Authority Runde Catchment).

5. Key water resources, environment and disaster management institutions and stakeholders. 

Principles Guiding Project Implementation 

1. The implementation of this Project is guided by the following Principals which are contained in the Revised SADC Protocol on Shared Watercourses of 2000:

            a) Sustainable utilisation;

b) Equitable and reasonable utilisation; 

c) Protection, preservation and conservation of the environment; and

d) Prevention and mitigation of significant harm.

2. These principles shall be interpreted according to the provisions of Article 3 of the SADC Protocol and developed in accordance with the best international practices.

3.  Furthermore, in the implementation of this project Mozambique and Zimbabwe commit themselves to uphold the provisions of the SADC Protocol on Gender and Development.

Signed at……………………………on this……………………day of the month of…………………………………2021

___________________________________________________

For and on behalf of the Republic of Mozambique

Minister of Public Works, Housing and Water Resources

____________________________________________________

For and on behalf of the Republic of Zimbabwe

Minister of Lands, Agriculture, Fisheries, Water and Rural Resettlement 

_____________________________________________________

For and on behalf of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 

______________________________________________________

For and on behalf of Global Water Partnership – Southern Africa 
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