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BACKGROUND

The critical aspect of Integrated water
resources management (IWRM) has been to
provide guidance on how to manage water in
an integrated manner as the water is the key
driver of economic and social development,
Thus, it is imperative that water issues are not
considered in isolation.

However, our experience in the past 20 years
has shown that implementing IWRM principles
is very challenging. To date, large number of
stakeholders are still managing water in silos,
resulting in duplication and conflict between
actions. Thus, difficult to perceive the need for
investment and to develop action plans at
different levels of government.

According to SDG 6.5.1 IWRM monitoring
results in Asia-Pacific, it is projected that by
only relying on a business-as-usual approach,
most countries are not likely to reach the 2030
target. Thus, accelerating the implementation
of IWRM, with cross-sectoral coordination to
increase and ensure a more efficient use of
financing and sustainable and equitable
outcomes, must now be the focus. To address
sectoral and fragmented management of water
resources, coordination gaps, and persisting
difficulties in inclusive participation, one of the
suggested action is by developing a shared
open platform that allows for regular updates
on IWRM actions, accessible by all (GWP and
UNEP-DHI, 2021).

The absence of an instrument or platform that
enables us to snapshot the present situation, or
allowing engagement and coordination
mechanism that promote actions and
investments alignment, is considered as the
main problem in implementing IWRM to
achieve a water secure world by 2030.
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