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For immediate release

Africa calls for an International High-Level Panel on Water

28 May 2021, Abuja— Africa’s water sector leaders have called for the establishment
of an International High-Level Panel on Water for Africa, to accelerate progress
towards Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6 of clean water and sanitation for all.

The leaders were speaking at the Africa Regional Forum-Water Dialogue for Results,
convened virtually on 26 May, bringing expertise from governments and civil society
organizations with the goal of accelerating action on SDG 6 implementation in the
continent.

The forum was convened by the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW), and
the Governments of Germany, South Africa and Senegal, and supported by Global
Water Partnership (GWP) Africa.

“The forum'’s purpose is to identify African water priorities, which will inform_the UN
Conference on the Mid-Term Review of the International Decade for Action ‘Water
for Sustainable Development ’ 2018-2028,” said Mr. Thomas Banda, Acting
Executive Secretary at AMCOW, adding that AMCOW has developed a web-based
Pan-African Water and Sanitation Sector Monitoring and Reporting System
(WASSMO). "We call on all Member States and stakeholders to support AMCOW in
the implementation and use of the system for regular reporting on the status of the
continent’s water and sanitation status to the African Union Commission. The
WASSMO allows all African countries to manage, document and monitor their
national reporting processes in a user-friendly manner; it also participates in
transparency, documentation, and agility concerning monitoring in the water sector in
Africa. More than 400 million Africans are without access to potable water, and over
700 million are without access to adequate sanitation” he added.

“We have only nine years left to meet the goal of clean water and sanitation for all,
as required by SDG 6, but we are off-track and may not meet our target under
current global efforts unless we accelerate action on SDG 6”, H.E. Mr. Stephan
Roken, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Republic of Senegal,
Republic of the Gambia and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau said. “The 2023 UN Mid-
Term Review is a unique platform on which we can turn around implementation
challenges,” he added.

In her presentation, Ms. Nchedi Maphokga-Moripe, the Chief Director, Global
Cooperation and Strategic Partnerships in the South African Department of Water
and Sanitation said “we would like to call upon the international community to
support the Continental Africa Water Investment Programme (AIP) as an African
home-grown initiative to accelerate progress on the SDGs.”

Africa Union Heads of State adopted the progressive AIP in February 2021, as part
of the second phase of the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa 2021
to 2030. The goal of AIP is to transform and improve the investment outlook for
water security and sustainable sanitation. By 2030, AIP aims to leverage USD30



billion in water investments in Africa and create 5 million jobs for youth, women, and
vulnerable communities in line with the Africa Water Vision 2025.

The AIP is coordinated by AUDA-NEPAD under the Programme for Infrastructure
Development in Africa, with Technical Support Unit hosted by GWP Africa.

At the end of the forum, participants issued a Call to Action In addition to the need
for a High-Level Panel on Water for Africa, the forum identified the following priorities
for achieving SDG 6 on the continent, which was formalised in a Call to Action:

1. Water, Sanitation and Hygiene prioritised at the highest political level by
Heads of States and Governments of the African continent.

2. The Commitment of human and financial resources and investment to
accelerate action towards the implementation of SDG 6.

3. Prioritise gender transformative climate-resilient water investments with a
focus on groundwater as part of Covid-19 economic recovery plans and
international support programmes for Africa.

4. African Union Heads of State and Governments and Member States to
support the implementation of the AMCOW Strategy 2018 — 2030, the Africa
Water Vision 2025 and the Continental Africa Water Investment Programme.

5. Support the strengthening of AMCOW'’s Pan African Water and Sanitation
Sector Monitoring System (WASSMO) for reporting on the status of Africa on
Water and Sanitation.

6. Development Partners and Donors to commit to providing technical and long-
term financial commitments for SDG 6 implementation and sustainability of
outcomes.

7. Civil Society Organizations to provide the needed capacity and technical
assistance to the Member States to accelerate action on SDG 6
implementation.

8. Private Sector and research institutions to invest in research towards SDG 6
implementation.

9. Civil Society Organizations to work in a coordinated manner to provide the
needed capacity and technical assistants to Member States to accelerate
action on SDG 6 implementation.

The full Call to Action, issued by AMCOW, Governments of South Africa, Senegal,
and stakeholders of the Africa Regional Forum-Water Dialogue for Results is here.

African priorities identified in the Call to Action, along with priorities from other world
regions, will inform the _International Water Dialogue, to take place in Bonn,
Germany on 1 July 2021. The 9" World Water Forum, which will take place 22-27
March 2022, in Dakar, Senegal will build on the actions of the International Water
Dialogue.

The UN Conference on the Mid-Term Review of the International Decade for Action
‘Water for Sustainable Development’ 2018-2028 is set to take place in March 2023 in
New York.


https://www.gwp.org/globalassets/documents/gwpsa/call-to-action-africa-regional-water-dialogues-forum-final.-26.05.2021.pdf
https://waterdialogues4results.com/
https://www.worldwaterforum.org/en
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About the Water Dialogues for Results:

Under the slogan “Water Dialogues for Results Bonn 2021: Accelerating cross-
sectoral SDG 6 implementation”, the German Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU), on behalf of the German
Government, initiated a dialogue series with participants from UN Member States,
Major Groups and international organisations to ensure accelerated implementation
of water-related Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda. The Water Dialogues and
related High-Level Meeting on July 1, 2021 are part of the official preparatory
process for the 2023 UN Conference on the Mid-Term Review of the International
Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development” 2018-2028.
https://waterdialogues4results.com/

About the African Ministers' Council on Water (AMCOW)

The African Ministers Council on Water (AMCOW) is an intergovernmental, Pan-
African, non-budgetary institution working under the Specialized Technical
Subcommittee of the Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Blue Economy
and Sustainable Environment (ARBE) of the African Union. AMCOW provides
political leadership, policy direction and advocacy on water management and
provision of sanitation services. As part of our mandate, we have the responsibility to
effectively and efficiently coordinate actions of key water and sanitation players,
facilitate the strengthening of regional cooperation and transboundary water
resources management and development as well as build the capacity of relevant
institutions and agencies. AMCOW is mandated to provide political leadership in the
implementation of the African Water Vision 2025 and water components of the
African Union’s Agenda 2063. http://www.amcow-online.org

About the Continental Africa Water Investment Programme (AIP):

The Assembly of the African Union Heads of State and Government adopted the
Continental Africa Water Investment Programme (AIP) as part of Programme for
Infrastructure Development in Africa — Priority Action Plan 2 (PIDA-PAP 2) during the
34th ordinary session of African Union summit on 7t February 2021.

The goal of the AIP is to leverage US$30billion in climate-resilient water investments
by 2030 and create 5 million jobs. The objective of the AIP is to enhance job creation
through gender sensitive investments in water security, industrialisation, and climate
resilient development.

The AIP supports countries to develop and accelerate implementation of gender
transformative climate resilient regional and national water investment programmes
and projects and contributes towards continental efforts on universal access to safe
water, sanitation, hygiene and integration of water security in COVID-19 economic
recovery plans. https://aipwater.org/

To arrange interviews please contact Ms Maimouna Tall, AMCOW Communications
and Visibility Manager on mtall@amcow-online.org / or +234 816 055 17 21 or +221
77 695 37 93 (WhatsApp)
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