World Water Day 2015:

A Message from the Global Water Partnership-Cariblbean

As we focus our attention on World Water Day 2015,
Global Water we at the Qlobol Water PorTrjershlp-Corlbbeor?
| " Partnership (GWP-C) wish to draw attention to the underlying
N Caribbean goal of securing water for all.

This task no doubt requires us to reset our own goals
in support of those among us, including women and
children, that on a daily basis are denied access to

clean water and sanitation.

We in the Caribbean region are a bit more
fortunate than our brothers and sisters in other
regions of the world such as in Eastern Africa and
Central Asia, where many lose their lives from
diseases related to unsafe water or inadequate
sanitation.

Our challenge instead stems from linkages with the
growing problem of climate change and the
dilemma of high levels of water loss due to
excessive runoff and limited storage capacity.

But this should not make us complacent in our drive
towards ensuring that the global agenda gives
water its rightful place in development.

As countries around the world continue negotiations for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the
coming months, we therefore encourage our own Caribbean governments to support the establishment of
a dedicated water goal as part of the United Nations Post-2015 Development Agenda and contribute to a
solution to this crisis.

There are many threats to water pollution - our pattern of development that is concentrated along our
coasts and hillsides causing contamination of waterways, pesticide run-off and groundwater
contamination - all call for national programmes that build awareness of the importance and contribution
of water to our well-being. These initiatives could be alleviated through the infroduction of newer and
better technologies that aim to reduce the threats to water availability in some of our local vilages and
ensure social and economic progress. GWP-C agrees that it has an important role to play in that regard.

With our many Partners around the Caribbean region, we wish to maintain for ourselves that recognition as
the go-to entity for water. As we observe World Water Day 2015 we at the Global Water Partnership-
Caribbean lend our support to encourage the adoption of the goal to “Ensure availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for all.”

Working Towards a Water Secure Caribbean

www.gwp-caribbean.org



