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1. GLOBAL WORKSHOP ON BUILDING CLIMATE-RESILIENCE THROUGH IMPROVING WATER
MANAGEMENT AND SANITATION AT NATIONAL AND TRANSBOUNDARY LEVELS
Date: 29-31 March 2021
Format: online
Organizer: UNECE
Participants: 120 people
The workshop had taken a holistic perspective on the impacts of climate change and extreme weather events on
water resource management, both at national and transboundary level, and on water supply and sanitation
systems and ultimately people's health.
The following issues were considered:
- Climate change impacts on water, sanitation and health;
- Protocol on Water and Health as a tool to address climate change impacts on water and sanitation through target
setting and risk-based approaches;
- Water operators and climate change adaptation – why we need the involvement of all stakeholders to ensure
resilient water infrastructures;
- Adaptation priorities for water and health under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change;
- Operational Study on Integration of Water Supply and Sanitation into Climate Policy;
- Disaster risk reduction through transboundary cooperation;
- Water adaptation and resilience from a global perspective – putting water at the heart of climate to reach the
SDGs in 2030.
CWP-Georgia was very interested in this workshop. On February 24th, CWP-Georgia held a HELP Consultation on
Water-related Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) during the Covid-19 pandemic in Georgia. In terms of raising
awareness and expanding knowledge in this area, the workshop was useful.

2. CWP Accreditation workshops
Date: 23, 25 March 2021
Format: online
Organizer: GWPO

Participants: CWP-Georgia, CWP-Kyrgyzstan, CWP-Tajikistan, CWP-Kazakhstan, CWP-Uzbekistan, CWP-Armenia
(Total: 52 people)
Workshop 1 (23/3):
- Why do we have accreditation (brand – funding – credibility – knowledge exchange – use of GWP logo –
accreditation vs FINCAPs)
- CWP Accreditation (new CWP; groupings that been active and now want accreditation; accreditation review)
- What is available to guide CWPs/RWPs/NS – HOW TO NOTES/Checklists/
- Responsibilities of Network Specialist, RWPs, CWPs
- Basic documentation that is needed and why. Template Statutes, explanation of terminology, GWPO Check-list,
examples of frequent issues (individual members, member fees, segregation of duties etc)
- Work through some common issues and problems that arise (NS bring their own live accreditations & questions)
Workshop 2 (25/3):
Workshop 2 was formed using the experience from WS 1, most likely geared towards practical examples and
exercises, as well as accreditation re-check

3. The final conference on “Localization of Sustainable Development Goal-6 in Armenia” project
The final conference on “Localization of Sustainable Development Goal-6 in Armenia” project was held in an
extended format in “Dilijan Resort” hotel, Dilijan city on 12-13 March this year.
The main goal of the meeting was to introduce the obstacles to reach SDG6 targets, legal gaps, the Draft Strategy
Paper with Program of Measures and organize a final discussion on these issues. In addition, the list of supporting
programs based on Program of measures and the training needs assessment program have been discussed.
To remind,
• The Project was launched on 1 July 2020, and will be finalized on 30 April 2021.
• The project is implemented by Country Water Partnership NGO.
• The Project is funded by UNDP GoAL-Waters program, under umbrella of the Global Water and Ocean
Governance Support Program.

The conference hosted the representatives of state authorities responsible for water sector different aspects,
international agencies, members of the Project
working groups, independent experts, legal
consultants, as well as members of the National
SDG Council. The international partners joined
the conference online, and introduced the
financing opportunities to reach SDG 6 targets
within the frameworks of current and new
projects.
The representatives of USAID and WB in Armenia
introduced the projects financed by them in the
water sector, the implementation of which can
contribute to the improvement of SDG 6 targets
indicators. The representative of the GIZ/UNDP’s EU4Sevan Project, funded by the Government of Germany,
introducing the project goals and results, also highlighted the importance of the strategy development procedure to
reach SDG 6 targets.
The main outcome of the project is the Strategy Paper and Program of Measures to reach SDG 6 targets, the draft
versions of which are currently under circulation at the respective stakeholder agencies by the initiative of MTAI
Water Committee.
The conference covered a number of questions and answers, and an agreement was reached on making
amendments and addendums in the Strategy.

An extended discussion was held on the legal issues regulating this field, including the issue of adaptation of the EU
legislation in Armenian context foreseen within the frameworks of the Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement signed between the EU and Armenia (CEPA). In the water sector, in particular, the compliance of the
water quality norms with that of the EU, improvement of monitoring system, are considered to be the major changes
foreseen by the Agreement. This is also included in the Program of Measures to reach SDG 6 targets.
The UN representative Georgi Arzumanyan who is coordinating the project implementation process, highlighted the
significance of the Strategy to reach SDG 6 targets and stated that the adaption of the document will contribute to
the launch of even more important stage of implementation of measures, due to which the public can be supplied
with better quality water and sanitation conditions at the same time preserving eco-systems, and implementing
integrated water resources management through engaging public in this process.

The amendments and comments on the Strategy will be finalized by the Project team in a working format and will
be submitted to the RA Government.
In addition to all the important issues, the Strategy will specify the members of the Standing Working Group to
implement monitoring of the SDG 6 targets. This will in its turn establish a cooperation platform to introduce
respective data on behalf of the country.

4. WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) project, funded by International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD)
CWP Armenia finished the project on awareness campaign in 29 rural communities in 7
marzes of Armenia in March.
The project was funded by “International Fund for Agricultural Development/IFAD.
Within the framework of the project, the following implemented:
•
Conducting of needs assessment analysis in target communities
•
Development and printing of information materials on water saving, modern
water-saving technologies and gender.
•
Development of training modules and organizing of awareness raising
campaigns.

5. Meeting with President of Armenia Armen Sarkissian
Issues related to water resources and water security were discussed during the meeting of the President of Armenia
Armen Sarkissian with the chairman of the public organization "National Water Cooperation" Arevik Hovsepyan, the
chairman of the information public organization "EcoLur" Inga Zarafyan, the director of the company "Environment
Group", the former Minister of Nature Protection Eric Grigoryan.
According to the press service of the RA President, noting that today our country faces numerous challenges caused
by the war, the global economic crisis, the coronavirus pandemic, and many other reasons, Sarkissian considered
water and food security problems, which are interconnected, to be no less important.
He stressed that give the global, regional development and security-related challenges, it is also necessary to think
about the problems of water and food security. "The problems of water and food security are a priority for us, and
we must pay great attention to these issues," the RA President emphasized.
The head of state expressed his readiness to listen to the opinions and proposals of specialists and experts dealing
with the problems of this sphere, to find out what causes their concern, so that the presidential institute, if possible,
would help popularize these problems, discuss and solve them. Representatives of environmental organizations
considered these problems to be extremely urgent and presented their concerns. In particular, the importance of
effective use of water resources, legislative and institutional decisions aimed at this, reassessment of resources in
connection with climate change and scientific research of the processes taking place in this regard, as well as
changes in attitudes towards the use of water resources, was emphasized.
Emphasizing the priority of effective water resources management in terms of ensuring food security, in particular,
the interlocutors expressed concern about the lack of line ministries. It is emphasized that in the case of joint
ministries coordinating several sectors, important problems receive less attention, dissolving into common
problems. It should be noted that the well-known Armenian ecologist, specialist in water resources Knarik
Hovhannisyan noted earlier in a conversation with ArmInfo that most of Armenia's reservoirs are not filled properly
due to the fact that their technical condition leaves much to be desired.
The expert snaid that our reservoirs are in need of calmotage. She also expressed her conviction that Armenia has
the necessary amount of water for consumption, and if it is used correctly, there should not be a shortage.
Hovhannisyan said that a year on our territory, a water flow of about 7 billion cubic meters is formed, of which
3.8 cubic meters is surface runoff, and 3.2 cubic meters. m. - underground runoff, which is represented by high
quality waters, which are used by households and industries. "But out of all this large mass, in a rough estimate,
we use only 2.5 billion cubic meters. Everything else goes to our neighbors. That's the point. Therefore, you should
not look at what is happening with the Turks.
These are their lands, they can do whatever they want. And we, in turn, must be able to build reservoirs, delay the
flow that forms on our territory. If we manage to use our resources correctly, we are not in danger of any warming,

no "water hunger" ", - stated Knarik Hovhannisyan, stressing that the country's water policy should be reasonable
and scientific. Today in Armenia there are about 90 reservoirs of different volumes and sizes, and in the next
five years, judging by the government's plans, significant progress is planned in this area. It is planned to build 4
new large reservoirs.
A new reservoir will appear in Vedi - 29 million cubic meters, Yeghvard - 90 million cubic meters, Kaps reservoir - at
the first stage - 25 million cubic meters, at the second - up to 60 million cubic meters, as well as on the Selav and
Mastara rivers - 10 million cubic meters All this will be carried out within the framework of credit programs and the
costs of the programs will amount to about $ 350-400 million. bank KFW, etc.

Arminfo

6. The working meetings of CWP-Kazakhstan Chairperson Prof. Nariman Kipshakbaev
Date: 1, 15, 18 March 2021
Place: Almaty, Kazakhstan
On 1 March 2021 - with Vice Minister of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources and Director of the branch
"Management of the Bartogayskoye Reservoir and the Big Almaty Canal named after D. Kunaev" of the Republican
State Enterprise "Kazvodkhoz" discussed issues of cooperation on transboundary watercourses, the state of
ecosystems, and the IWRM implementation in Kazakhstan.
On March 15, 2021- with the Deputy Director of the branch "Management of the Bartogai Reservoir and the Big
Almaty Canal named after D. Kunaev" of the Republican State Enterprise "Kazvodkhoz" of the Ministry of Ecology,
Geology and Natural Resources; a consultation was given on reconstruction of the Big Almaty Canal and on drawing
up a Water Use Plan before the start of the growing season, by setting a limit for each agricultural producer for a
certain period (day / decade / month).
On March 18, 2021 - with the acting General Director of the Republican State Enterprise "Kazvodkhoz" of the Ministry
of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources; consultation on preparing for the growing season and spring floods.

7. International online session Natural Capital and Sustainable Markets: A new holistic approach to the
management of natural resources for extractive industry in Kazakhstan
Date: 19 March 2021
Place: Almaty
Format: online
Organizers: Kazakhstan Association of Natural Resource Users for Sustainable Development, BCSD Kazahstan, PA
"Network of Experts on Sustainable Development in Central Asia" and CWP-Kazakhstan"
Participants: experts on sustainable development, PWC KZ, representatives of mining companies and the Parliament
of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Purpose: to exchange ideas on transformation of corporate governance and methods of interaction based on
practical cases on preservation of ecosystems in Kazakhstan, as well as to understand the key environmental issues
and business opportunities that come with an ecosystem approach to natural capital management.
The program included the following questions:
1) New paradigm of natural resources management;
2) Ecosystem approach to management - examples, situation in Kazakhstan, possible projects for business,
population and other stakeholders;
3) Issues of natural capital management to maintain a stable market position in the extractive sector: next steps;
4) Activity for mobilizing resources, introducing new forms of interaction between stakeholders, supporting
innovative solutions in management and technology in order to transform the economy and preserve critical
ecosystems in Kazakhstan.
The broadcast with simultaneous translation was conducted on the YouTube channel:

in Russian: https://youtu.be/lYyDXRGH8D4
in English: https://youtu.be/eLnZBJASLOE

8. Talk show "Grani" (Boundaries)
Place: Kazakhstan
On March 8, CWP-Kazakhstan Deputy Chairman Anara Tleulesova took part in the talk show "Grani": "Threat of
floods: why and what to do?". Representatives of the Ministry of Emergency Situations and the Republican State
Enterprise " Kazhydromet "of the Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources took part too.
https://youtu.be/suLb6SGuXKI

9. Discussion on draining wetlands on the shores of Lake Alakol
On March 29, the Atameken Business website published a discussion on draining 60 hectares of wetlands on the
shores of Lake Alakol as part of measures to implement the State Program for the Development of the Tourism
Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2019-2025, where CWP-Kazakhstan Deputy Chairman Anara Tleulesova
took part. The discussion was organized by the alarm of environmentalists of Kazakhstan.
https://inbusiness.kz/kz/news/alakoldin-60-gektar-aumagyna-kimnin-kozi-tusip-otyr

10. Workshop "GENDER ASPECTS OF NATIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARIS CLIMATE CHANGE
AGREEMENT"
Date: 27 February 2021
Place: Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
Organizers: UNDP, Aarhus center
Participants: civil society, public organizations, government agencies, the private sector, NGOs, scientific
institutions and universities
Purpose:
o

informing the civil society about the ongoing work on development of nationally updated contributions
(NDCs) to the Paris Climate Change Agreement (PCCA);

o

development of information materials in the media about PCCA and NDCs;

o

creation of information videos and TV programs about PCCA and NDCs;

o

creation of a working group on NDCs;

o

training the working group to conduct quality monitoring, reporting and verification of actions on NDCs on
mitigation in various sectors of government, economy and science.

Participants exchanged of experience on the results of the survey and reporting on NDCs in the Kyrgyz Republic.

11. Consultation meeting of experts and high-level leaders on water and natural disasters in Kyrgyzstan
Date: 26 February 2021
Format: online/offline (Bishkek)
Organizer: CWP-Kyrgyzstan
Participants: Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources and Regional Development, Ministry of Emergency Situations,
Ministry of Health and Social Development, Ministry of Transport, Construction, Architecture and Communications,
State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry, Design and Engineering Technological Institute
"Vodavtomatika and Metrology", Kyrgyz National Agrarian University, Aarhus Center in Kyrgyzstan, Secretariat of
the Chu-Talas Water Commission, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation in the Kyrgyz Republic (Total: 60
people).

(the Report is attached)

12. Roundtable “Problems of institutional transformation of the water sector of Kyrgyzstan in the
context of the COVID19 pandemic”
Date: 3-4 March 2021
Place: Bishkek
Organizer: CWP-Kyrgyzstan
Participants: governmental organizations, civil society
Purpose: Activation and strengthening of mechanisms of interaction and cooperation with state and other public
organizations in matters related to water resources of the Kyrgyz Republic, and sharing useful experiences and
jointly developing ideas to strengthen the capacity of national partners

13. Webinar "Applying a Gender Lens to Transboundary Waters"
Date: 31 March 2021
Format: online
Organizer: MEDRC (an International Organization mandated to find solutions to fresh water scarcity)
Purpose: Discussing water security issues and transboundary cooperation and methods of achieving the SDGs for
gender equality in the water sector.
CWP-Kyrgyzstan took part in the webinar.
Invited Speakers:
Katie Bachevski - Project Coordinator, United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).
Natasha Karmi - Lead Water Specialist, Geneva Water Hub.
Anamika Baruah - Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology
Guwahati (IITG).
Natalia Ostojich - Project Technical Analyst, UN Women.

14. Workshop on Water/Health NEXUS and Gender Equality for Effective Water Management:
challenges and opportunities in Central Asia and Afghanistan in a post-COVID World
Date: 15-16 March 2021
Format: online
Organizer: UN Regional Center for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia (UNRCCA) in cooperation with the
Government of Canada
Participants: Representatives of relevant ministries and departments of the states of Central Asia and Afghanistan
Purpose:
1. Reaffirm the regional cooperation importance and facilitate work on relevant regional agreements on
transboundary water, energy and environmental resources in Central Asia and Afghanistan, especially the current
problems associated with the COVID19 pandemic;
2. Identify ways to improve the effectiveness of the ongoing dialogue between states through the water/health
nexus;
3. Identify ways to improve the efficiency of water resources management taking into account gender aspects.
CWP-Kyrgyzstan representative made a presentation “Gender aspects of effective water management in
Kyrgyzstan under the COWID-19 pandemic”.

15. International Conference "Climate Dialogues 2021"
Date: 31 March 2021
Format: online
Organizer: Climate Action Network Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (CAN EECCA)
Participants: more than 100 participants from the EECCA countries
Purpose: to share experiences about local, national and regional climate actions, strengthen collaboration between
organizations in the EECCA region and internationally to tackle the global climate crisis
"Climate Dialogues 2021" is a platform for civil society to discuss how to raise climate ambition in different
relevant fields in the format of supported working groups.
The CAN EECCA members are 59 NGOs from 11 countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine).
The working groups were formed on the following topics:
• Renewable energy
• Education and outreach
• Climate policy
• Adaptation and biodiversity

•
•

Cities and mobility
Just transition

CWP Kyrgyzstan joined the working group "Education and outreach ".

16. National online forum "GEOGRAPHY AND WATER EDUCATION"
Date: 22 March 2021
Place: Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
Format: online
Organizers: Department of Mathematics, Mongolian State Pedagogical University, Department of Geography,
School of Natural Sciences, Association for Geographical Education of Mongolia, Mongolian National Commission
for UNESCO, Institute of Geography and Geoecology of the Academy of Sciences of Mongolia, CWP-Mongolia
Within the framework of the World Water Day 2021, the National Forum "Geography and Water Education" was
organized for the third time.

Purpose: to bring to a new level the coordination of educational, research and scientific organizations in geography,
to expand cooperation between teachers and researchers, to train specialists and teachers of geography and to
identify ways to discuss and solve problems facing before the spread of Geographical education and science.
The forum motto is “Recognizing the value of water”.
Participants: many foreign and domestic organizations, including Mongolian State University of Education,
Mongolian National Commission for UNESCO, University of Science and Technology, Mongolian Center for the
Protection of Natural and Cultural Heritage, McQuarrie University (Australia), Agricultural University, Khovd
University, Educational institution, Institute for Advanced Training of Teachers, Pedagogical University of Inner
Mongolia, Global Water Partnership Organization, Mongolian Association of Geography Teachers and the School of
Geography, as well as more than 150 representatives of teachers of secondary schools.
At the opening of the forum, the greeting messages were made by Prof. E. Batchuluun, Faculty of Geography,
Mongolian State Pedagogical University, S. Uyanga, Secretary General of the Mongolian National Commission for
UNESCO, Dr. D. Battogtokh, Director of the Institute of Geography and Geoecology, O. Altangoo, Associate Professor,
Mongolian State Pedagogical University. A video-message from the Director-General of UNESCO, Audrey Azoulay on
the occasion of the World Water Day was presented too.
The forum discussed the following 6 presentations on geographic and water education, environmental traditions
and heritage of water conservation of the Mongolian people, geographic education research results and challenges
ahead:
1. "Geographic and Water Education: Current State and Trends" Ph.D. E. Batchuluun (Teacher of Moscow State
Pedagogical University)
2. "Mongolian customs and traditions of water worship" prof. N. Urtnasan (Head of the Mongolian Center for the
Protection of Natural and Cultural Heritage, Honored Worker of Culture of Mongolia)
3. "Water pollution and rational use of water resources" Assoc. Prof. D. Basandorj (Lecturer at the University of
Science and Technology)
4. "Contribution of Dr. S. Dzhigdzha to geographical science", Doctor of Technical Sciences, prof. D. Dash (Lecturer
at the Moscow State Pedagogical University)
5. "Improving the content and methodology of geography at the secondary school" A. Sansartuy (leading teacher of
geography at the Erdmein Dalai complex school of the Khuvsgul aimag), S. Munkh-Otgon (geography teacher of the
1st Humuun school of the Arkhangai aimag)
6. "Presentation of the creative work of student-researchers" S. Delgermunkh (teacher of geography at the Olonlog
Secondary School), MD, prof. S. Hadbaatar (teacher of Moscow State Pedagogical University)

The organizers, participants, teachers, students and co-organizers agreed to raise the level of water and
environmental education.
The organizers, participants, teachers, students and co-organizers agreed to raise the level of water and
environmental education.
The working group to handle the water education program "LOVE AND PROTECT WATER - THE SOURCE OF LIFE" on
a large scale was created.
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17. 15th student conference “Water and Development”
Date: 22 March 2021
Place: Agricultural University in Ulaanbator
Organizers: CWP-Mongolia, Ministries of Environmental Protection and Tourism, Water Agency of Mongolia, State
Universities and the Mongolian Students' Union
Participants: more than 10 universities (56 people)
This conference was organized within the World Water Day 2021.
The aim of this conference is to attract attention of young people to the water problems, expand water
partnerships and bring ideas on water problem solutions on a scientific basis. The conference was held between
the national universities and this time the Agricultural University has lead and organized this event. CWP-Mongolia
provided financial support and was the main organizer.

At the first stage 26 reports were accepted. Then 10 best reports representing different water problems in
Mongolia were selected at the second stage. Three reports on development of IWRM, water saving and
wastewater treatment, as well the construction of artificial ponds for adapting to climate change were selected to
award. The jury consisted of 9 people, including CWP-Mongolia Chairperson Prof. Basandorj.

The Jury President announces awards for the best students

18. CWP-Mongolia's Awareness Raising activity
CWP-Mongolia launched an electronic newspaper in Mongolian language (attached) and announced a photo
contest devoted to 25th Anniversary of Global Water Partnership.

19. Round table “Integrated water resources management in Tajikistan”
This roundtable was dedicated to the World Water Day-2021.
Date: 19 March 2021
Place: Dushanbe, Tajikistan
Organizers: CWP-Tajikistan, Institute of Water Problems, Hydropower and Ecology
Participants: young researchers and water specialists, as well as water scientists, ecologists, economists and other
interested persons (Total: 31 people).
Purpose: to organize an information campaign on integrated water resources management and use for achieving
SDGs-2030 in Tajikistan.
CWP-Tajikistan Chairman Professor Yarash Pulatov made a presentation "Principles of Integrated Water Resources
Management”.
Participants discussed the following questions:
• What is the difference between the IWRM principles and the principles of Integrated Use and Protection of
Water Resources? How did IWRM come about, what is its history?
• What is the advantage of the hydrographic management method over the administrative one?
• What is the role of the public in the process of implementing IWRM principles?
• Does IWRM imply a transition to the principle of decentralization and market relations?
• What government support will there be?
• How will the problems of irrigation and hydropower be solved by the economy and the environment?
• What does social mobilization of water users mean?
• How to implement IWRM principles in the context of climate change and water scarcity?
• What is the relationship between IWRM and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?
etc.

During the dialogue the speakers (Prof. Nosirov N., Prof. Kobuliev Z., graduate student Saidumarov S., researchers
Kadyrov A. and Boev R.) noted the need to disseminate knowledge on IWRM by issuing a review taking into account
best practices and scientific findings.

20. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE EASTERN EUROPE, CAUCASUS, AND CENTRAL ASIA
NETWORK OF WATER MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATIONS “TRANSBOUNDARY WATER COOPERATION IN
THE EECCA COUNTRIES: LESSONS LEARNED AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS”
Date: 2-3 March 2021
Place: Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Format: online
Organizer: UNECE Project “Support to the Network of Russian Speaking Water Management Organizations”
financed by the Government of the Russian Federation
CWP-Uzbekistan, its partners and CWP-Tajikistan took part in the conference.
The participants addressed the current issues of transboundary water cooperation, summed up annual results and
discussed future tasks of the EECCA WMO Network.
(More information: http://sic.icwc-aral.uz/releases/eng/349.htm)

21. Round table "Strategy on IWRM principles implementation in the Republic of Uzbekistan”
Date: 10 March 2021
Place: Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Organizers: CWP-Uzbekistan, IFAS Agency, SIC ICWC
Participants: CWP-Uzbekistan’s partners, key national bodies, NGOs
Purpose: discussing practical aspects of IWRM principles implementation in Uzbekistan.
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