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ABOUT GWP SAS
The Global Water Partnership (GWP) is a network
founded in 1996 in Stockholm, Sweden. GWP’s diverse
network of 3,000-plus institutional partners based in
more than 180 countries gives the network a
convening power and deep technical expertise to
improve the way communities and countries manage
their water resources. GWP Network consisted of 69
accredited Country Water Partnerships and 13
Regional Water Partnerships. GWP SAS is one of the 13
Regional Water Partnerships of GWP based in Sri
Lanka, hosted by the International Water Management
Institute (IWMI), Palawatta, Battarmulla. 

GWP’s Strategy 2020-2025 was designed with the
opinion of leveraging global policy frameworks
through mobilising, acting, and learning. The anchor
areas of the strategy are water solutions for the SDGs,
climate resilience through water and transboundary
water cooperation. In addition, mobilising youth,
engaging the private sector and working towards
gender equality are placed as the across-anchor areas
in its Strategy. 

WHO WE ARE
GWP SAS was launched in 2002, with the Vision
of “A water-secure South Asia”. Our Mission is
to promote water security and climate
resilience in South Asia as a key part of
sustainable regional and national development
for economic growth and human security
keeping Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM) intact.

The GWP SAS network is linked through,
Country Water Partnerships (CWPs) and
Institutional partners across the region. The six
CWPs that are being coordinated by the
Regional Secretariat includes GWP Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
There are more than 430 registered GWP
Partners representing the South Asia region and
the CWPs and the Secretariat are collaborating
with some of the active Partners in different
capacities in our projects and programmes. 

OUR AFFIL IATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI  LANKA
GWP was nominated as  the del ivery  partner  for  the 2nd National  Designated Authority  (NDA) Readiness
Project  for  Sr i  Lanka 2021 under  the GCF Readiness  Programme,  by the Ministry  of  Environment.  The project
t i t le  is  “Strengthening the capacity  of  Direct  Access  Ent it ies  (DAEs) ,  NDA and GCF project  programming
stakeholders  in  Sr i  Lanka to access  c l imate f inance through enhanced strategic  f rameworks  for  stakeholder
engagement and a  strengthened project  pipel ine”.  This  is  a  24-month- long project  that  started on 16 June
2022.  
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OTHER KEY ONGOING PROJECTS 

GWP South Asia  is  col laborat ing with
South Asia  Co-operat ive Environment
Programme (SACEP)  to  draft  a  regional
report  on “Progress  on Integrated Water
Resources  Management ( IWRM) in  the
South Asia  Region” based on the UN-
Water- led step-by-step Integrated
Monitor ing In it iat ive for  Sustainable
Development Goals  (SDGs)  indicator  6.5.1.
Further,  the Consultant  contacted the
designated government inst i tut ions of  the
eight  countr ies  in  South Asia  to  gather  the
miss ing information to compi le  a
comprehensive report .  

The core programme is  our  regular
programme where we support  the
countr ies  to  conduct  educat ional  and
awareness  programmes to sensit ise  and
bui l t  the capacity  of  pract i t ioners,  women
and youth on IWRM principles,  improve
water  resources  planning and management
and advocate reviewing enhanced water
resources  management pol ic ies.  Bui ld ing
resi l ience and promoting access  to  safe
drinking water  through community-based
solut ions and creat ing and strengthening
mult i -stakeholder  platforms for
sustainable  water  resources  management
are some of  the other  topics  addressed
under  the core programme. 

GWP SAS GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE
GWP SAS governance structure comprises  a  Regional  Chair ,  the Regional  Counci l  (RC)  and a  Regional  Secretar iat .  The
Regional  Counci l  consists  of  two nominees ( female and male)  f rom al l  s ix  Country  Water  Partnerships.  The
Chairperson of  the Regional  Counci l  i s  the Chairperson of  GWP SAS where the posit ion is  being selected rotat ional
basis  f rom each South Asian country.  The posit ion is  current ly  being held by Ms Kusum Athukorala,  an
environmental  act iv ist  and a  gender  specia l ist  f rom Sr i  Lanka.  
The annual  Regional  Counci l  meeting is  held towards the end of  each year  at  a  mutual ly  agreed locat ion in  one of
the s ix  countr ies  and the invitees  are selected depending on the budgetary  posit ion of  the secretar iat .  The regular
invitees  inc lude,  Regional  Counci l  members,  Country  Water  Partnership Chairs  and GWP Network Off icer  based in
Sweden and the meeting is  hosted by the Chair  and the Secretar iat .
The funct ions of  the Regional  Counci l  inc lude out l in ing the implementat ion of  the strategic  pol ic ies  and taking
administrat ive and funding decis ions,  receiv ing,  and consider ing programme and f inancial  reports  produced by the
Regional  Coordinator  and receiv ing and consider ing the previous auditor ’s  report .  The members  involve in
programming,  monitor ing,  resource mobi l isat ion and partner  mapping.  

Global  Water  Leadership (GWL)  in  a  Changing
Cl imate Programme is  funded by the UK Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Off ice  (FCDO),
and implemented by GWP and UNICEF,  as  wel l  as
the Sanitat ion and Water  for  Al l  Partnership
(SWA),  and the WHO/UNICEF Joint  Monitor ing
Programme (JMP).  The Grant  Agreement
between GWP and FCDO was s igned on 30 Apri l
2021.  I t  i s  expected that  the programme would
break the long- lasted div is ion between WASH
and IWRM and would strengthen the
col laborat ion at  the g lobal  as  wel l  as  the
national  level .  I t  seeks  to  support  governments
in  the Least  Developed and Lower-Middle
Income Countr ies  (LMICs)  to  implement
inclus ive,  c l imate-smart  water  pol ic ies  and
strategies,  u lt imately  result ing in  better-served
and more c l imate res i l ient  communit ies.  This
programme is  being implemented in  10
countr ies  inc luding Nepal  co- led by UNICEF.  The
project  implementat ion in  Nepal  has  started in
October  2021.

To harness  the power of  youth,  one of  South
Asia’s  greatest  assets  in  dr iv ing posit ive socia l
change,  environmental  sustainabi l i ty ,  and
technological  innovat ion,  GWP SAS came up
with an idea to develop Youth and Young Water
Profess ionals  P latform (YYPP)  of  South Asia  in
2020.  GWP SAS expects  the platform would
provide meaningful  value addit ion to the
exist ing regional  youth networks  and would
leverage the effect ive part ic ipat ion of  youth in
the implementat ion of  the Sustainable
Development Goal  6.  
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