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Resolution XXIII-5

GLOBAL NETWORK OF WATER MUSEUMS AND UNESCO IHP IN SUPPORT OF WATER
SUSTAINABILITY EDUCATION AND WATER AWARENESS EFFORTS

The Intergovernmental Council of the International Hydrological Programme of UNESCO,

Recalling

Recognizing

Acknowledging

Welcomes and
appreciates

Decides

Invites

Requests

Encourages

UNESCQO’s Recommendation concerning the Protection and Promotion of
Museums and Collections, their Diversity and their Role in Society (2015) which
promotes the use of museums for the benefit of society; the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and in particular SDG 6 which promotes sustainable
water management; the IHP-VIII Strategic Programme which promotes
international cooperation in favor of water security; and the Independent
External Evaluation (185 EX/18 Add.), which promotes synergies between the
different sectors of UNESCO to strengthen its impact;

that the increasing number of water museums worldwide are unique
repositories of different water civilizations and of humanity’s multifaceted water
heritage, both tangible and intangible, and also play a leading role in education
and awareness raising on a variety of water related issues;

the existence of a successful and growing Global Network of Water Museums
that was established in 2017, that focuses on water education and Sustainable
Development Goals, that functions on financial contributions from its members,
that is coordinated by a Secretariat located in Italy, that already organized two
international conferences in Italy in 2017 and in the Netherlands in 2018 and
that reaches yearly a potential audience of over 5 million visitors;

the generous offer of the Network to significantly contribute to the aims of IHP
by disseminating water-related knowledge to a worldwide audience through
exhibitions, art performances, educational and public awareness raising
activities, web platforms, publications and other communication efforts;

to establish the Global Network of Water Museums, for a period of four years
renewable based on its performance, as an IHP initiative to create synergies
within UNESCO with the aim of better using water museums to improve water
management via communication and educational activities;

the IHP Secretariat to (1) follow up with water museums at world scale in view
of this aim and to present performance indicators to the next Bureau meeting,
and to (2) report to the next Bureau meetings and Council meetings on outputs
and impact of this activity on the basis of the aforementioned performance
indicators;

its alignment with the recommendations of the IHP Flagship Initiatives ongoing
evaluation, and that the 25th session of the IHP Intergovernmental Council shall
review the performance of this initiative and consider its integration in IHP’s
program;

Member States and their IHP National Committees to participate in its
implementation on a voluntary basis.


https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000189160_eng

